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From the Director: 
William C. Campbell 

Running for Office in 2022?  

Every year is election year in 
Massachusetts. It is expected that 
2022 will be particularly busy for 
OCPF with candidates and ballot 
questions appearing on the state and 
local ballots across the 
Commonwealth. If you or someone 
you know will be involved in a 
campaign in 2022, the starting point is 
www.ocpf.us. 

The purpose of the campaign finance 
law is to provide disclosure to the 
public of money raised and spent by 
candidates and committees. 
Legislation sets the parameters for 
reporting periods and the methods of 
reporting. OCPF accomplishes its 
mandate through reporting systems 
targeted to the particular office, 
including traditional paper, depository 
bank and e-filed reports. 

Some candidates and committees file 
reports through the depository bank 
system.

OCPF REPORTS 
Massachusetts Office of Campaign and Political Finance

Continued on Page 6

THE 2022 STATE ELECTION YEAR 

OCPF’s central focus in the 2022 state election year will 
be to assist candidates and committees with disclosing 
campaign finance activity on our website. We anticipate 
that more than 30,000 campaign finance reports will be 
filed by candidates and committees during the year, for 
statewide, legislative and county candidates, as well as 
PACs, independent expenditure PACs, parties and 
statewide ballot question committees.  

Candidates and PACs: Reports will be filed monthly by 
their banks to disclose expenditures, as candidates 
disclose contributions by filing deposit reports after 
making deposits at the bank.  
Statewide ballot questions: The first report disclosing 
2022 activity will be filed Sept. 9.  
IEPACs: Also known as Super PACs, these committees file 
reports when they distribute communications to support 
or oppose candidates.  
Local Parties: Will file three reports: pre-primary, pre-
election and year-end. 

New candidates who run for office in 2022, and PACs and 
state ballot question committees, should contact OCPF 
prior to raising or spending money. Click here for 
access to campaign finance guides, and here for OCPF’s 
“contact us” page.  

http://www.ocpf.us
https://ocpf2.blob.core.windows.net/pdf/guides/dep_2010.pdf
https://ocpf2.blob.core.windows.net/pdf/guides/dep_2010.pdf
https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
https://www.ocpf.us/Home/Publications#tabGuides
https://www.ocpf.us/Home/ContactUs
http://www.ocpf.us
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New Educational Videos

Candidates and committees often ask how 
they can create a database of their past 
donors. It’s easy to do on OCPF’s website. 
CLICK HERE for a short demonstration.

2021 PAC totals 
Traditional political action committees reported 
raising $5.2 million and spending $4.1 million in 
2021, a municipal election year.  

A PAC is able to contribute up to $500 per calendar 
year to a candidate, and accept up to $500 per 
calendar year from an individual.  

PACs may also make independent expenditures to 
support or oppose candidates, without limit, so long 
as the committee does not coordinate its efforts with 
candidates.  

Heading into the 2022 state election year, 255 PACs* 
reported starting Jan. 1 with $13.2 million.  

The PACs with the largest balances to start 2022:  
1. 1199 SEIU MA - $3,079,052 
2. MA & Northern NE Laborers’ - $1,818,191 
3. Local 509 Service Employees - $769,750 
4. MA Assoc. of Realtors - $657,877 
5. North Atlantic States Regional Council of 

Carpenters - $546,687 
6. Massachusetts Dental Society - $483,136 
7. Ironworkers Union Local 7 - $448,919 
8. MA Police Association - $366,115 
9. Boston Police Patrolmens Association - $359,308 
10. Pipefitters Local #537 - $327,169 

PAC reports are available here.  

YEAR  RECEIPTS  EXPENDITURES 

2021  $5.2 million  $4.1 million 
2020  $5.1 million  $4.5 million 
2019  $5.2 million  $3.7 million 
2018  $5.9 million  $4.9 million 

*Not including independent expenditure PACs.

If your merchant provider refunded a 
contribution without your knowledge, 
watch this video to learn how to disclose 
that activity. A merchant provider is a 
company that processes credit and debit 
card contributions. 

Massachusetts public employees 
sometimes work on federal campaigns. 
This video provides guidance for such 
employees. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcilqrLYcdA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqyMbrziLaE
http://www.ocpf.us
https://www.ocpf.us/Reports/PacReports
https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2vMMKnYrxc
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OCPF audits all campaign finance reports and reviews all complaints alleging violations of the campaign finance law. 
These audits and reviews may result in enforcement actions or rulings (below). The identity of any complainant is kept 

confidential. Click here for PDF copies of the public resolution letters below. 

Public Resolution Letters  

A public resolution letter may be issued in instances where the office found “no reason to believe” a violation 
occurred; where “no further action” or investigation is warranted; or where a subject “did not comply” with the law 
but, in OCPF’s view, the case is able to be settled in an informal fashion with an educational letter or a requirement 
that some corrective action be taken. A public resolution letter does not necessarily imply a wrongdoing on the part of 
a subject and does not require agreement by a subject. 

CPF-21-91: Jennifer Macksey, North Adams. Did not comply (public employee); 11/6/2021. Macksey, a candidate for 
mayor and a public employee, signed a letter encouraging people to attend a fundraiser benefitting her political 
committee. Public employees may not solicit campaign funds, directly or indirectly. Once Macksey was made aware of 
the issue, she promptly refunded contributions that were offered in response to the invitations and refused to accept 
contributions at the event.  

CPF-21-143: William Sittig, West Roxbury. No further action (public employee); 11/30/2021. Sittig, a Boston Public 
Schools employee, shared a fundraising post on his personal Facebook page. Public employees may not solicit 
campaign funds, directly or indirectly.  

CPF-21-69: Leonard Lee, Dorchester. No reason to believe (disclosure); 11/30/2021. Lee, a candidate for Boston City 
Council, leased two billboards for his candidacy. The owner of the billboards did not immediately bill the Lee 
Committee, creating the appearance that an expenditure was not disclosed to the public. Once made aware of the 
issue, the billboard owner billed the committee and the expenditure was disclosed in August. 

CPF-21-82: Malo Brown, Springfield. Did not comply (public employee); 12/16/2021. Brown, a Springfield city 
councilor and public employee, shared fundraising materials on his personal Facebook page for his own committee. 
Public employees may not solicit campaign funds, directly or indirectly. To resolve the issue, the committee made a 
donation of $1,000 to a charity of the candidate’s choice.  

Recent Cases and Rulings

Contact OCPF’s legal team at 
617-979-8300 or OCPF@cpf.state.ma.us

https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
https://www.ocpf.us/Legal/AgencyActions#undefined
http://www.ocpf.us
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Every function you see on the our website, and every detail within Reporter 7, is developed and 
maintained in-house by OCPF’s tech team - Al Grimes, Xiaoyi An and Hao Feng.  

These are some of the features you can or will see this year:  

- Calculator for determining reporting periods and due dates on the local level has recently been 
launched for town and city clerks, and local candidates, here.  

- Coming: The ability for local filers to register for Reporter 7 on-line.  

- Coming: Gubernatorial race charts on the front page of the OCPF website. 

- Coming: Municipal-specific disclosure pages. Each city and town in the state will have a platform 
where candidate reports can be posted by local election officials, to assist with the statutory 
requirement to display reports online.

https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
https://www.ocpf.us/Home/MuniClerkSupport#tabCalculator
http://www.ocpf.us
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TOWN CANDIDATE TRAINING CLASSES 
OCPF is hosting several training classes for town candidates, to review the 
fundraising, spending and filing rules. The classes are recommended for all 
town candidates with campaign finance activity.  

To attend, e-mail Jason at jtait@cpf.state.ma.us to request a Zoom invitation to 
the date of your choice.  

TOWN CLERKS: Please forward these dates to your candidates. New town clerks 
and their staffs are also encouraged to attend. 

Tuesday, Jan. 25, noon / Monday, Feb. 7, 6 p.m. / Friday, Feb. 25, 9 a.m.  
Thursday, March 10, 6 p.m. / Friday, March 18, noon / Tuesday, April 5, noon

2022 FILING SCHEDULE FOR HOUSE AND SENATE CANDIDATES 

A candidate’s bank will file reports by the 5th of each month, disclosing the deposit total for the 
month and the itemization of expenditures.  

Candidates must itemize contributions (deposits) by filing deposit reports. OCPF highly 
recommends filing deposit reports within three days of deposit. However, the statutory 
schedule for filing deposit reports is as follows:  

Due by April 20, covering Jan. 1 through March 31 

Due by July 20, covering April 1 through June 30 

Due eight days before the primary election* 

Due Oct. 31, eight days before the Nov. 8 general election  

*The primary election date has not yet been finalized. 

http://www.ocpf.us
https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
mailto:jtait@cpf.state.ma.us
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OCPF is holding a training class for 
traditional political action committees, 
focusing on issues that arise during a 

state election year. Individuals who want 
to learn more about PACs and how they 

operate and report can e-mail us at 
OCPF@cpf.state.ma.us to request an 
invitation to the Zoom training class: 

FRIDAY, JAN. 14, Noon 

The one-hour class will be helpful for 
new PAC officers and experienced PAC 

operators.  

Continued: From the Director 
The depository candidate offices on the 2022 state election ballot include governor, lieutenant 
governor, attorney general, secretary of state, state treasurer, state auditor, governor’s council, state 
senator, state representative, district attorney, sheriff and county commissioner. State ballot question 
committees register and e-file reports with OCPF. Although not on the ballot, political action 
committees (PACs), people’s committees and the state parties also report through the depository 
bank system. Independent expenditure PACs (IEPACs) file reports as they make expenditures. All of 
these candidates and their committees must organize with OCPF before raising or spending money 
on their campaigns. Congressional candidates will be on the ballot in 2022, however their reports are 
filed with the Federal Election Commission (FEC).  
In addition, scores of races will appear on local ballots at annual town elections. These candidates will 
file with their municipal clerk or election official. Although candidates can file hand-prepared reports, 
they are encouraged to register and report using the web-based R7 reporting system. This will 
simplify record keeping and provide printed reports for the candidates to sign and file locally. Local 
ballot question committees must register and file reports with their local election official before 
raising or spending money.  
Whichever office is sought or ballot question proposed, starting at the OCPF website will provide 
candidates and committees with all the information they need to comply with the campaign finance 
law. OCPF staff are also available by telephone and email to assist you in navigating the requirements 
for your campaign.  
William C. Campbell 
Director 

https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
https://ocpf2.blob.core.windows.net/pdf/guides/guidestatebq.pdf
https://ocpf2.blob.core.windows.net/pdf/guides/guidestatebq.pdf
https://ocpf2.blob.core.windows.net/pdf/guides/dep_2010.pdf
https://ocpf2.blob.core.windows.net/pdf/guides/iepacguide.pdf
https://www.fec.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PG3OZIIe8s
https://ocpf2.blob.core.windows.net/pdf/guides/guidemunibq.pdf
https://ocpf2.blob.core.windows.net/pdf/guides/guidemunibq.pdf
http://www.ocpf.us
mailto:OCPF@cpf.state.ma.us
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Candidates and committees who file campaign finance reports on the local level must provide specific 
reporting periods, and file by certain deadlines. OCPF has created a calculator that will provide those 

dates for local election officials, candidates and committees.  CLICK HERE for the calculator. 

www.ocpf.us 

https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
http://www.ocpf.us
https://www.ocpf.us/Home/MuniClerkSupport#tabCalculator
http://www.ocpf.us
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Indexing amounts for 2022-23 

The campaign finance law requires OCPF to adjust two specific contribution limits every two years based 
on the Consumer Price Index for the Greater Boston area. The first is the limit on the amount an individual 
may contribute to a people’s committee during a calendar year. The second is the amount of any individual 
contribution that may be collected (bundled) by regulated intermediaries or conduits. 

OCPF has computed the new limit for both at $191, effective Jan. 1, 2022. Click here for the full memo. 

Candidates and committees may reimburse individuals for the use of their personal 
vehicles for political purposes at the IRS mileage rate.  

The rate in 2022 is 58.5 cents, up from 56 cents in 2021.  

When a candidate or committee reimburses an individual for miles, please include a 
specific purpose for the expenditure in the memo section of the check. Example: 

“Mileage reimbursement for travel to Veteran’s Day event in Springfield.”  

Records of miles driven and the purpose should be kept internally by the candidate or 
committee (mileage log). 

https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
http://www.ocpf.us
https://ocpf2.blob.core.windows.net/pdf/legaldocs/M-97-05.pdf
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OCPF Q&A

OCPF RECEIPTS REMINDER 

Candidates, parties and PACs may not 
accept contributions (monetary or 

in-kind) from businesses, such as 
corporations, s-corps, LLCs, LLPs 

and partnerships.  

Businesses may contribute to ballot 
question committees, independent 
expenditure PACs and segregated 
funds, such as inaugural funds.  

https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
http://www.ocpf.us
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2022 Public Finance Program 
OCPF anticipates that approximately $1 million 

will be available for the 2022 election cycle. 
• Available only to eligible statewide candidates. 

• By statute, gubernatorial candidates are funded first and remaining funds, if any, are distributed to 
other candidates.   

• To qualify, candidates must agree to statutory expenditure limits:  

To be eligible to receive matching funds, participating candidates must also reach minimum fundraising 
thresholds:  

Primary Election: Governor - $75,000 / Lt. Gov - $15,000 / Attorney General - $37,500 / Secretary - $15,000 
Treasurer - $15,000 / Auditor - $15,000 

General Election: Governor & Lt. Gov. - $125,000 / Attorney General - $62,500 / Secretary - $25,000 / 
Treasurer - $25,000 / Auditor - $25,000 

Only the first $250 of an individual’s contributions from 2021 and 2022 can be considered a qualifying 
contribution. 

• IMPORTANT: Every statewide candidate, whether they plan to participate in the public finance 
program or not, MUST file a statement with OCPF declaring their intention to either agree to 
spending limits or not agree to spending limits.  CANDIDATES THAT DO NOT FILE THIS 
STATEMENT WILL NOT APPEAR ON THE PRIMARY OR GENERAL ELECTION 
BALLOT.  For candidates enrolled in a political party, this statement will be due by June 7, 2022.  
Candidates not enrolled in a political party will be required to file the statement by Aug. 30, 2022.  
OCPF will provide each candidate with the statement and will assist candidates and their committees 
to ensure timely filing. 

• Click here for an overview of the 2022 public finance program.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9IDdp8ZmdwI
https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
http://www.ocpf.us
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NEW FORM FOR TOWN/CITY CANDIDATES WITH 
NO ACTIVITY (LOCAL FILERS)

The new CPF 
M109 form is for 

candidates who file 
locally and have no 
financial activity, no 

balances and no 
committee. 

Some candidates, 
especially in towns, 
may never raise or 
spend money, but 
are still required to 

file campaign 
finance reports with 
“zero” activity each 
reporting period.  

This form is filed in 
lieu of the pre-

preliminary, pre-
election and post-
election reports.  

 Candidates are still 
required to file the 
year-end report, 

due each Jan. 20, 
even if they had no 
activity and filed the 

CPF M109 form. 

https://ocpf2.blob.core.windows.net/pdf/forms/CPFM109.pdf
https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
http://www.ocpf.us
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LOCAL PARTY COMMITTEE 
TRAINING DATES 

OCPF will host three special training classes for local party committee treasurers and officers.  

The optional one-hour class will review how to raise and spend money, and how to file reports 
with OCPF.  

This class is recommended for anyone involved in operating a local party committee. 

Please e-mail jtait@cpf.state.ma.us for a Zoom invitation.   

Tuesday, March 8, 6 p.m. 

Monday, March 14, 9 a.m. 

Thursday, March 24, 6 p.m.

Changes to the state’s campaign finance regulations 
OCPF will propose changes to the state’s campaign finance regulations this winter. 

The proposed changes will be posted to the OCPF website at www.ocpf.us, with 
additional information on the agency social media pages. 

Jan. 25: The proposed regulations will be posted to the website, and a notice for a 
public hearing published in a newspaper.  

Feb. 15: Public hearing, 2 p.m. via Zoom. 

Recent changes in the campaign finance law (Chapter 123 of the Acts of 2019) 
modified reporting requirements for candidates and political committees. The 

revised regulations will make the regulations consistent with the statute. In addition, 
the revised regulations will clarify existing regulations, address changes in agency 

practice, and respond to frequently raised questions.  

Contact Jason Tait at jtait@cpf.state.ma.us for an invitation to the Zoom meeting.   

mailto:jtait@cpf.state.ma.us
mailto:jtait@cpf.state.ma.us
http://www.ocpf.us
https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
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WHAT’S THIS?

OCPF’s depository filers may have noticed a new tab on the summary page of 
their deposit reports.  

This new tool allows a candidate or committee to accurately reflect contributions 
that have been refunded directly by merchant providers, the entities that collect 
credit and debit card contributions.  

CLICK HERE for a demo video on how to disclose contributions that were directly 
refunded to a contributor by a merchant provider.  

You may need direct assistance the first few times you use the tool. Please contact 
an OCPF auditor at 617-979-8300, and he or she can talk you through the 
process. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2vMMKnYrxc
https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
http://www.ocpf.us
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Nearly all of OCPF’s 
communications 

with candidates and 
committees are by 

e-mail.  

It is very important 
that candidates and 
committees provide 

OCPF with e-mail 
addresses that are 

checked frequently.  

Please ensure that 
correct and 

frequently-checked 
e-mail addresses 

are on file with 
OCPF.  

We also ask that 
OCPF is marked as 
a “safe sender” so 
our e-mails are not 
blocked by SPAM 

filters.

https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
http://www.ocpf.us
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