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Mayoral Elections 

Much of OCPFôs focus will be 

on cities this year.  

There will be 27 mayoral elec-

tions in cities with populations 

of 65,000 or less, and seven in 

larger cities this year.  

Thatôs 34 total cities where 

OCPF will be assisting mayoral 

candidates with their campaign 

finance reporting requirements.  

We anticipate about 65 mayoral 

candidates, who will spend ap-

proximately $3.5 million, based 

on past municipal election years 

when Boston mayoral candidates 

were not on the ballot.  

Also, please see page 8 of this 

newsletter for a listing of cam-

paign finance educational semi-

nars for municipal candidates. 

Filing on Time 

When candidates and commit-

tees donôt file campaign finance 

reports, they are fined $25 a day, 

and can eventually be referred to 

the Attorney General for further 

action.  

OCPF tracks the non-filers elec-

tronically. That list is posted to 

our website, here.  

Towns top list in 2018         

per capita contributions 
The top fundraising town in Massachu-
setts in 2018 was Weston, according to 
an OCPF review of per capita contribu-
tions to candidates.  

Westonôs contribution average per resi-
dent was $33.27, followed by Dover at 
$26.87 and Cohasset at $21.15.  

Of the top 30 communities, only two 
were cities ð Newton and Boston, sev-
enth and 30th respectively.  

On the other end of the spectrum, resi-
dents in two towns did not report con-
tributing any money ð Gosnold and 
Monroe. Gosnold has 75 residents and 
Monroe has 121, according to the latest 
US Census.  

Among towns with any contributions 
reported, Florida has the lowest per capi-
ta average at six cents per resident.  

Among cities, Chicopee had the lowest 
per capita average ð 91 cents per resi-
dent. 

Boston, with more than 600,000 resi-
dents, made the most contributions to 
candidates in 2018, totaling almost $9 
million ð a per capita average of 
$14.51.  

Candidates who file with OCPF report-
ed a total of $33,883,538 in contribu-
tions from Massachusetts individuals in 
2018.  

The per capita average for the state is 
$4.91.  

Individuals are permitted to contribute 
up to $1,000 per calendar year to a can-
didate. Candidates are not required to 
itemize contributions of $50 or less.  

Continued on the Next Page 

TOP PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS IN 2018  

Community  Total  Per Capita  Population* 

Weston   $374,646 $33.27  11,261  

Dover   $150,156 $26.87  5,589 

Cohasset  $159,532 $21.15  7,542 

Winchester  $436,528 $20.42  21,374 

Swampscott  $246,385 $17.87  13,787 

Nahant   $58,016 $17.01  3,410 

Newton   $1,439,002 $16.90  85,146 

Norwell   $175,980 $16.75  10,506 

Boxford   $133,331 $16.74  7,965 

Milton   $438,594 $16.24  27,003 

Longmeadow  $248,122 $15.72  15,784 

Wellesley  $431,630 $15.43  27,982   

*2010 US Census.                                                                                                    

NOTE: Click here for the full list of all 351 cities and towns. 

Reminder: Mid-year reports are 

due July 22 for all individuals  

organized as House and Senate 

candidates. 

https://www.ocpf.us/Reports/NonFilerList
http://files.ocpf.us/pdf/guides/percapita2018.pdf
http://files.ocpf.us/pdf/guides/percapita2018.pdf
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We encourage everyone to file on time to avoid fines, and also to comply 

with the spirit of the law ð disclosure.  

Getting an EIN  

It might be the most frequent call we get ð how do I get an EIN number 

to open a campaign bank account?  

We usually refer the caller to the IRS because itôs their EIN process.  

However, we thought it would be helpful to provide some guidance in this 

memo. We still recommend calling the IRS for all other tax questions.  

Thank you for reading and we hope you have a great spring.  

Mike Sullivan, Director 

Director 

Continued: From the Director 

ON-LINE TREASURER TRAINING 
The stateôs campaign finance law requires treasurers to complete on-line 

training each odd-numbered year.  

OCPF will launch 2019ôs treasurer training portal this spring and will send   

e-mails as a reminder.  

Please complete the training prior to July 1. 

On-line training takes about 15 

minutes to complete and                 

addresses issues related to             

receipts, expenditures, in-kind      

contributions, limits, and public em-

ployees.  

Training is required only if a candi-

date or committee files with OCPF. 

Local party committees are exempt.  

 

http://files.ocpf.us/pdf/legaldocs/M-89-02.pdf
http://files.ocpf.us/pdf/legaldocs/M-89-02.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/ocpfreports/
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Public Resolution Letters 

A public resolution letter may be issued in in-
stances where the office found ñno reason to be-
lieveò a violation occurred; where ñno further 
actionò or investigation is warranted; or where a 
subject ñdid not complyò with the law but, in 
OCPFôs view, the case is able to be settled in an 
informal fashion with an educational letter or a 
requirement that some corrective action be tak-
en. A public resolution letter does not necessarily 
imply a wrongdoing on the part of a subject and 
does not require agreement by a subject. 

CPF-18-95: Evandro Carvalho, Dorchester. 
Did not comply (reporting); 2/6/2019. In 2017, 
while Carvalho was an incumbent state repre-
sentative, his committee did not disclose $7,500 
in contributions, filed inaccurate reports by du-
plicating many contributions, and did not dis-
close approximately $2,650 in expenditures. In 
2018, Carvalho ran for Suffolk County District 
Attorney and his political committee began re-
porting in the depository system of disclosure. 
The Carvalho Committee did not disclose contri-
butions in a timely manner while running for 
District Attorney, and the Committee did not ini-
tially respond to OCPFôs requirement to clarify 
three expenditures made in May and August of 
2018.  

CPF-18-121: Sen. Patrick OôConnor, Wey-
mouth. No reason to believe (true source); 
2/6/2019. OCPF reviewed a complaint that con-
tributions were made to the OôConnor Commit-
tee by individuals who were reimbursed by their 
employer. Based on a review of committee and 
contributor bank records, there was no evidence 
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Recent Cases & Rulings 
OCPF audits all campaign finance reports and reviews all complaints alleging violations of the 

campaign finance law. These audits and reviews may result in enforcement actions or rulings 

(below).  The identity of any complainant is kept confidential.  Disposition agreements are mat-

ters of public record once cases are concluded. 

OCPF does not comment on any matter under review, nor does the office confirm or deny that it 

has received a specific complaint. The identity of any complainant is kept confidential. Public 

resolution letters and disposition agreements are matters of public record once cases are concluded. 

that individual contributors were reimbursed for 
the contributions they made.  

CPF-18-120: Gen Andrade, Fall River. Did 
not comply (public employee); 2/13/2019. An-
drade was a municipal public employee when, 
in 2018, she asked six individuals to buy tickets 
to a fundraiser for State Rep. Alan Silvia. An-
drade then contacted OCPF prior to actually 
distributing the tickets and was informed that 
public employees are prohibited from soliciting 
or receiving contributions for any political pur-
pose.  

 

OCPF CONTACTS 

617-979-8300 

Fax: 617-727-6549 

ocpf@cpf.state.ma.us 

Twitter: @OCPFreports 

Facebook: @massocpf 

 

One Ashburton Place 

Room 411 

Boston, MA  02108 

OCPF has created a new tutorial on how     

depository candidates and committees should 

report credit and debit card contributions. 

Click here for the video. 

http://files.ocpf.us/pdf/actions/carvalho2019.pdf
http://files.ocpf.us/pdf/actions/po2019.pdf
http://files.ocpf.us/pdf/actions/po2019.pdf
http://files.ocpf.us/pdf/actions/andrade2019.pdf
https://twitter.com/OCPFReports
https://www.facebook.com/massocpf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3lrJNSjro0&t=
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How to report bounced checks 

DEPOSITORY CANDIDATES AND COMMITTEES 

FILE DEPOSIT  REPORTS SHORTLY AFTER MAKING 

A DEPOSIT.  

SOMETIMES, AFTER FILING THE DEPOSIT         

REPORT, A CHECK BOUNCES.  

STEPS: 

1. DONôT AMEND THE DEPOSIT REPORT SHOWING THAT IT 

BOUNCED. 

2. INSTEAD, THE COMMITTEEôS BANK WILL SHOW AN              

EXPENDITURE FOR THE AMOUNT OF THE BOUNCED CHECK. 

THE PURPOSE OF THE EXPENDITURE SHOULD BE ñCHECK    

RETURNED FOR INSUFFICIENT FUNDS.ò 

3. THE DONOR MAY TRY TO MAKE ANOTHER CONTRIBUTION. IN 

THAT CASE, DEPOSIT THE CHECK AND FILE ANOTHER          

DEPOSIT REPORT. ON THIS SECOND DEPOSIT REPORT, 

PLEASE LABEL THE CONTRIBUTION AS A ñRE-DEPOSIT.ò  

CLICK HERE FOR A SHORT TUTORIAL ON HOW TO REPORT A 

BOUNCED CHECK.  


