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BALLOT QUESTIONS
AND THE CAMPAIGN
FINANCE LAW
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THE 192ND GENERAL COURT OF THE

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Bills & Laws Budget Legislators Hearings & Events Committees & Commissions State House

GeneralLaws » Partl » Title VIl » Chapters3. »

SECTION 18D

GENERAL LAWS

Chapter Section GO>

4 Partl n

Title |
Title Il
Title I
Title IV
Title V

“QBJECTIVE

4 Title VIII

Section 18B: information relating to questions on city, town or district

ballot; contents; written arguments by principal proponents and opponents;

& Print Page <Prev = Next>

public inspection

Section 18B. (a) As used in this section "governing body" shall mean., in a city, the city council or board of aldermen
acting with the approval of the mayor subject to the charter of the city, in a town having a town council, the town
council, in every other town, the board of selectmen and in a district as provided in sections 113 to 119, inclusive, of
chapter 41, the prudential committee, if any, otherwise the commissioners of the district.

(b) The governing body of a city, town or district which accepts this section in the manner provided in section 4 of
chapter 4 shall print information relating to each question that shall appear on the city, town or district ballot. The
information shall include: (1) the full text of each question; (2) a fair and concise summary of each question, including
a 1 sentence statement describing the effect of a yes or no vote, which shall be prepared by the city solicitor, town
counsel or counsel for the city, town or district; and (3) arguments for and against each question as provided in
subsections (d) and (e). Not later than 7 days before an election at which the question shall be submitted to the
voters in a city, town or district, the mformahon in this subsechon Shall be sent to each household wherein a person

pt ) o |

Chapter 52
4 Chapter 53
Section 1

Section 2

[ Py L

ol later than the day following the date of the determination that a question shall appear on the ballot in an
eLchon. the governing body shall provide written notification to the city solicitor or town or district counsel and to
the city or town clerk.

(d) Not later than 7 days after the determination that a question shall appear on the ballot, the city solicitor or town or
district counsel, as applicable, shall seek written arguments from the principal proponents and opponents of the
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Permissible distributions

- Requested by
the public

- Notification of an
upcoming election
(restricted to date, time,
place and

a brief neutral title)
Note: Call Ethics
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Municipal Websites:

- Ballot question activity
may be posted

- Such material may
contain advocacy,

but cannot take on the
appearance of a campaign
site

i

g R R Rl d b s s L L el .

LII .






AL
LJEe 11 fﬂm uJJu

P ’.n/ [J J
Jf&‘r)

(' o B

s PpuD Buds & ON

Jl 4 x«u




Form CPF M101 BQ: STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION
BALLOT QUESTION COMMITTEE
MUNICIPAL FORM

Office of Campaign and Political Finance

of Massachusetis

File with: City / Town Clerk or Election Commission

NOTICE IS HEREE =\ -
committee as follo

1. Name (See note

2. Committee mailing address:

City/State/Zip:

E-mail Address: Phone #:

3. Purpose / specific issues
and interests (See note 2):

4. Topic of question &
question no., if known:

5. This committee is formed to (check one): | | support or | | oppose  the question.

I 6. OFFICERS:




0CPF—~ Filers ~ Legal ~ Reports ~ Data~ Forms & Education~ About~ a u Search OCPF Q

Agency Actions

OCPF audits all campaign finance reports and reviews complaints alleging violations of the campaign finance law. These
audits and reviews may result in enforcement actions or rulings such as:

» Public Resolution Letters
A public resolution letter may be issued in instances where the office found "no reason to believe" a violation occurred;
where "no further action” or investigation is warranted; or where a subject "did not comply" with the law but, in OCPF's
view, the case is able to be settled in an informal fashion with an educational letter or a requirement that some corrective
action be taken. A public resolution letter does not necessarily imply wrongdoing on the part of a subject and does not
require agreement by a subject.

» Disposition Agreements
A disposition agreement is a voluntary written agreement entered into between the subject of a review and OCPF, in
which the subject agrees to take certain specific actions. Disposition agreements are available below, under the public

resolution letters.

» Referral
OCPF has the option of referring matters to the Office of the Attorney General for further action.

Public Resolution Letters
Disposition Agreements
Non-Filer Referrals to the Attorney General

AGO Actions on OCPF Referrals

Confidentiality

OCPF does not comment on any matter under review,
nor does the office confirm or deny that it has received
a specific complaint.

The identity of any complainant is kept confidential.
Public resolution letters and disposition agreements are
matters of public record once cases are concluded.



