
Traditional Municipal PACs that make Independent Expenditures

A traditional municipal PAC is a PAC that raises and spends money to support or oppose candidates who file with their local 
election officials, such as selectboard candidates and school committee. Traditionally, such PACs make contributions directly to 
candidates. However, such PACs may also make independent expenditures. 


Independent expenditure reports (18A reports) are filed by political committees, such as traditional municipal PACs (excluding 
independent expenditure political action committees), and any other entities making independent expenditures of more than $250 
(aggregated) in a calendar year to support or oppose a candidate. 


If the candidates supported or opposed by the independent expenditure (“IE”) disclose their activity with OCPF, the independent 
expenditure reports are filed electronically with OCPF. If the candidates supported or opposed by the IE disclose their activity 
with a local election official, a paper IE report is filed with the local election official in the city or town in which the election 
is taking place. 


Independent expenditure reports are due within seven business days of the date the goods or services are utilized.


However, if the goods or services are utilized after the 10th day, but more than 24 hours before the date of any election, a 24-hour 
report must be filed within 24 hours of utilization.


IE reports must disclose the following: 1) the name of the individual or entity making the expenditures; 2) the individual’s or entity’s 
address; 3) the candidates referenced in the expenditures and whether the expenditure supports or opposes the named candidates; 
4) the date, vendor, vendor address, purpose, and amount of any expenditure made or liability incurred; 5) the date the goods or 
services are utilized; 6) the total amount spent for the expenditure; and 7) the amount spent per candidate.



 Disclosure on the traditional M102 campaign finance report 

In this example, a traditional PAC, which typically can contribute a maximum of $500 per year to a candidate, has decided to 
support a candidate for town selectboard by paying for a mailing, without coordinating their efforts with the candidate 

(independent expenditure). 


The expenditure is listed on the M102 campaign finance report due eight days before the election.

M102 EXPENDITURES SCHEDULE



 Disclosure on the 18A Report 
In addition to disclosing the expenditure on the M102 campaign finance report, the PAC also files an 18A independent 

expenditure report with the city or town clerk.


The report is due within seven business days of when the mailing was utilized, if the mailing happened 10 or more days 
before the election. If the mailing happened closer to the election, the report is due within 24 hours. 
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